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price for gold stimulated its production and the readjustment of costs stabilized
the base-metal industries, metal production has expanded again, and while the net
sales in 1937 were not on a comparahble bagis with those of 1929, employees were
76-8 p.c. above, and salaries and wages 80-5 p.c. above 1929. While industrial
statistics for 1938 are not yet availnble, the production figures for thiz latest year
indicate that metal production was well maintained in spite of lower prices for base
metals.

Among the non-metallic industries the demand for coal declined during the
depression years owing to reduced requirements in industrial and transportation
activities. Similarly, the demand for asbestos and gypsum was affected by the lower
level of industrial and construction operations. Salt was an exception to the general
tule, as its production was well maintained throughout, partly owing to its increased
consumption in certain chemical industries. A large measure of recovery has taken
place in this group of industries, especially in the produetion of non-metallic minerals
other than fuels.

The produetion of elay products and other structural materials iz directly
dependent upon construction activities within Canada. During the early years
of the depression, these activities were partly maintained by governmental relief
projects and by the carrying to completion of some large operations whieh had
commenced before 1930, As a result, construction reached its lowest level in Canada
during 1933, and the group of industries producing clay products and other structural
materials was at a lower level of operation in that year than in any other year
tecorded since 1921. From 1828 to 1933 there was a decline of 71 p.c. in net sales,
69 p.c. in employees, 74 p.e. in salaries and wages and 76 p.c. in expendifures for
fuel and electricity, a large item in the cost of production in these industries, How-
ever, construction has heen more active in Canada sinee 1933 {see ChapterXV)
and this increased activity has been accompanied by a weleome change to a rising
trend in the production of clay products and other structural materials, although
these industries are atill at a low level comopared with their activity prior to 1929,

§.—Summary of the Principal Statistles of the Mineral Indusiries In Canada, by
Groups, 1929-37, and by Provinces, 1937,

Nore.~For the years 1921-25, ses the 1936 Year Book, pp. 355-356. In the past, the net value of pro-
duction, called "net sales™, in these industries has been gross sales less freight and treatment charges in
the case of mines, and less the value of ores charged in the case of smelters. Accprding to a recommendation
adopted by the Conference of Comrnonwealth Btatisticians in Ottawa, 1935, the net figure, ealled the “net
income from, sales”, is now obtained from net sales as defined above by a further deduction of the cozia of
fuel, electricity, and consumable supplies used in the production process. In the table below, however, to
facilitate comparison with previous years, figures for 1935 are given to show deductions and resyltant net
by both methads, and figures sinee then on the new basis only.
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For footnotes, see end of Table, p. 331,



